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ERHARD BECKMANN ADMITS HIS PERSUNAL SKING

shattcomings upirant. *l was naver a tem-

bly conlident or cormpetent alpine skier”

says [he researcher and former university

prolessor lrorm Allamount, WY, “In Tack 1've
prelly much stapped sllogelhier Bul | have thres sans and
they're all exzellent racers—| was just looking al ways Lo lelp
coach them Well, he has succeedsd wildly.

From the heart al 3 parent and the brain ol & dodordl
engmeer, Beckmann has developed a cumpulet soflware
program thet will revolutionize & commen ool like sporl
videa analysis, Thanklully, his sons dare Keen skigrs—sag our
spart gets to benefit first

With a wideo library of the boys In geles, the lormer uni-
versity prafessor started thinking a couple ol years ago gboul
ways he and his sons could betler analyse their laped orae
tices and races—as well as those of teammales and
competitnrs who were faster or slower down the course, The
end result 15 3 teenager leaning into his computer screen at
home, examining up Lo sk athiletes lid oul e by side rae
ing down the same caurse. The run through the gates s
synchronized, then it ran be intncately disseded ta show Al
sars of goad and bad techniques. Where a racer has lost
valuable time o, indaad, the race, can be pinpainted with his
now lovel of wisual leaming And it's about as easy to use as
A VCR. Bockmiann primosely wrate the interface to ook like a
VCR, with similar "canfrols” on the screen like F5 REV, Freeze,
Slow Mation, etc

They can see how close thoy took a paricular gate vs. the
competition, or compare the line they've faken down the
course with athers. The computer brings everyone tagether
even it ane time down was B0 secnnds and the pare-setter’s
was i

The skier and/or coach can leave practice or the mee win
& CD. Once the footage is videotaped (not necessarily all
dene by a shivering parent—alfomatic romate cameras are
possible) and digtized inte a non-linear format (a process
that saunds relatively simple even for an illiterate complior
uzer like me), the package becomes fully portable. Every ski
er through the gates could porentially leave with 3 £2 O and
1aks home a truly educational video game.
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An affordable price tag for clubs of Us$495 hangs from
the approprately named The Competing Edge (the Canadian
Alpine Skl Team was logking at a 310,000 Swiss product
before being ntroduced to Beckmann). Software to un the
prograrm an the ndwidual athlete’s home comouter 1s 3200,
And, f needed, to convert a standard video camera inta digi-
tel camera 15 about 8100

Of course, Beckmanii s aware of concerns about "over-
coaching” but | tend Lo agree with him that his product may
ultimately simplify the coaching exsenence and help cul
dawn an all the unnecessary noise that s inevitable with the
communication betweesn coach and athlete, "They need to
be directed, nol overcoached.” says Mike Weiss, & 32-year sk
coaching weteran and striong supporter of The Competing
Edge "An invdluable by-produdt i how much easer (s for
the alblele to visualize!” Anyone wolved in sport knows the
mputlance ol visudlization.

Every skier through the gates
could potentially leave with a
$2 CD and take home a truly
educational video game.

Anecdotal reviews so lar have been excellent, ranging
from national team coaches in Caneda and Lhe LS. Lo lormer
Olympic, World Cup and other chempionship winners, 45 well
as ski manufacturers whose hearls are in Lhe gales. Beyond
thi gates; thie tool's applicalions sound [antaslic. General ki
instruction—or for that matter, wirtually any sport thal currently
uses viden analy=s can benefil from the tedhnology.

Beckmann found me at the Toronto Ski Show in Cclober
But with the speed of compuler technology loday, | warider
how many racers will be crusing the show asles nexl year,
€I in hand, asking some of the racing greats who ultimalely
hit cuents like this to ask for advice an their technigue.

A head start on The Competing Edge: 518/861-0883 ar
s competingedge.com. sk
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